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SPEECH BY CHAIRMAN JCSC

TURKISH MARTYR'S DAY - 18 MARCH
His Excellency Ambassador of Turkey Sadık Babur Girgin

Ladies and Gentlemen
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· I am extremely privileged to be part of today’s ceremony commemorating the heroic sacrifices of Turkish soldiers 100 years ago to defend their motherland. Half a million soldiers with blood and toil wrote an unforgettable and glorious example of valour and sacrifice. Our Turkish heroes fought against a much stronger opponent but what led them to victory was their insurmountable courage and resilience.
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· Today Pakistan joins our Turkish brothers to remember this historic event and pays tributes to our heroes who, on this day, embraced shahadat while fighting alongside their Turkish brethren to keep the Turkish homeland free from foreign occupation. The unique and historic relationship between Pakistan and Turkey is thus undeniably embedded in our blood and brotherhood.
· Turkey and its history have had a special place with the founders, leaders and people of Pakistan. Our great thinker Allama Iqbal drew inspiration from the land of Turkey in some of his intellectual pursuits and thoughts about the state of Pakistan. Quaid-e-Azam declared a day of commemoration for the founder of Turkey, Mustafa Kamal Ataturk, for all Muslims of the sub-continent in 1938.

· Pakistan and Turkey have stood by each other in the difficult times. The two young Turkish engineers who laid their lives while helping their earthquake stricken brothers and sisters in Kashmir in 2005 will always be remembered. Such supreme sacrifices continue to solidify our relationship and cement our resolve to further strengthen our historic bondage. 
· The Republic of Turkey today stands out as a role model for the Muslim world. Pakistan seeks to cement this relationship based on shared historical experiences and abiding strategic interests. 
· The Armed Forces of both the countries enjoy a very special relationship, totally in sync with the spirit and depth of relationship between our nations. We are indeed proud of this iron clad relationship and will continue to cooperate in diverse security spheres to face the contemporary challenges together.   

· In his visit to Pakistan last month, the Turkish Prime Minister stated that “Pakistan’s flag is Turkey’s flag and Pakistan’s security is Turkey’s security.” We complement this sentiment for Turkey. We will always be with Turkey just as Turkey has always been with us. Main challenge for our generation of both the countries is to pass on the value and depth of this historic relationship to our next generation.
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· At the end, I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to His Excellency the Ambassador for inviting me on this memorable occasion. I profoundly admire His Excellency's vision for arranging such an event which certainly stands to rekindle the past moorings of our strong bondage.
Pakistan-Turkey Dosti Zindabad 
Pakistan Paindabad
